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What is a jog-a-thon? 
A jog-a-thon is a fundraising event. The 
participants will run around a track made 
on the grassy field next to the play area. 
For every lap they run, money is donated to 
the school through pledges collected by the 
students. The fundraising will begin on Oc-
tober 1st. Students will receive a packet 
that includes all of the required documents. 
The actual running will occur on October 
21st. 
 
Why should we have a jog-a-thon? 
Having a fundraiser will help the school 
greatly. It will help kids become more active 
and athletic along with being able to win 
prizes for the most laps run. 
 
Volunteers are needed! If you are inter-
ested in volunteering for this exciting event, 
contact: Amy Aleksiev, Dragon Dash Jog-a
-thon Chair at amyandvlad@yahoo.com or 
(303) 828-9844. 

Dragon Dash  
Jog -a-Thon  
By Jesse Conser 

A New Audience 

Principal Moore  

 

I met with the journalism class last 
week, and we reevaluated my col-
umn.  The first thought 
we had when creating 
the Spectrum was that 
parents would be the 
primary readers.  And 
although I believe par-
ents do read the paper, 
it has become apparent 
that middle school stu-
dents probably read it 
more often.  The Spec-
trum staff also told me 
that students donôt read 
my posts.  So, we de-
cided that Iôd try writing 
to a different audience: 
you!  

 
Times are a changinô.  In many ways 
the world is the same now as it was 
twenty-some years ago, but in many 
ways it is remarkably different.  For ex-
ample, when I was in 7th grade MTV still 
played music videos, the Nintendo 64 
had just come out, and call-waiting had 
just been developed.   We still went to 
school dances, still had to find a way to 
organize our school work, and still felt 

like middle school was sometimes just 
about survival.  In particular, the social 
pressures you face now have much 
evolved from when I was in middle 
school.     

 
The most notable 
difference that 
stands out is the 
ways in which tech-
nology has changed 
the social land-
scape you are living 
in.  Without email, 
social sites, text 
messaging and in-
stant messaging we 
were pretty much 
limited to phone 
calls and after 
school activities 
when it came to so-
cializing.  Today, 

you are barraged by so much social 
media I imagine it is very difficult at 
times to navigate your world with clarity 
and independence.  

 
Two effects of the abundance of tech-
nology motivated me to write this 
piece.  The first realization I had is that 
finding times when you are alone, actu-
ally unplugged and alone, are likely few 
and far between.  Spending time alone 
has been the most valuable aspect of 
my own development.  Although some-
times uncomfortable for me, the ability 
to reflect and absorb the entirety of my 
life and experiences has given me a 
real sense of internal direction; really 
it's the source of my personal 
power.  This internal direction, or com-
pass, is what gave me the confidence 
to make right decisions at the right 
time.  

 
The other notable fact to relate is that 
we live in a world of transpar-
ency.  Your digital actions reveal your 
character, and it is all recorded.  You 
have an opportunity to engage with the 
entire globe on a daily basis, and 
whether you are 12, 25, or 55, every 
time you hit the send button you are 
sending away a statement of who you 
are and what you stand for.  This is not 
a warning, it is a call to action.  So, take 
the time out of your day, every day, to 
locate your internal compass. And, be 
the person you are, be your true self, in 

every action.          

 
Drawing by Vivian Tran 

Layout page by Ashley Nicoll 
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The time is almost here. The middle school 
trip to Spain is only a month away. The trip 
to Spain is going to be a great experience. 
The students traveling to Spain will visit 
both Barcelona and Madrid. On the first 
day that we arrive in Spain we will be in the 
second largest city in Spain, Barcelona. 
While we are there in Barcelona we will be 
taking both a walking tour and a sightsee-
ing tour. The walking tour the first day and 
the sightseeing tour the second. on the 
walking tour we will get the basic feel for 
Barcelona as well as see some monuments 
including Las Ramblas. On the sightseeing 
tour we will La Sagrada Familia, Montjuïc 
Hill, Barrio Gótico and the Barcelona Ca-
thedral. On the third day we will also visit 
Parque Guell and participate in a pottery 
making class. On the fourth day we will visit 
the Casa Milà (La Pedrera). The fifth day 
will be a travel day in which we will go to 

Madrid though Zaragoza. On the sixth day 
we will take a tour of Madrid and see the 
Puerta del Sol and Plaza Mayor. We will 
also be visiting the Royal Palace and taking 
a flamenco dance class. After that we will 
watch an actual flamenco show.  On the 
last day we will take a walking tour of Ma-
drid and visit the Prado. Then on the eighth 
day the fun will end and we will head for 
home. 

Spain Preview 
By Sam Willett 

Middle School Movie Night:  
On October 15th, there will be a movie 
night just for middle school students. The 
movie will be ñThe Blind Sideò and it will be 
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Dress warm and 
bring your blankets and chairs. Popcorn 
and hot chocolate will be provided free, but 
there will also be pizza, candy, soda, and 
water for sale for $1.00 each. There will 
also be beach volleyball set up to play. See 
the middle school social committee website 
in the teacher web-pages list on the Flag-
staff Academy website for a permission 
slip. 

M.S. Upcoming 
Events 
By Andrew Teta 

Student Opinions 
By Andrew Teta 

 

Happy birthday Mrs. Wilkins!!! 
ñHope 50ôs your lucky number!ò 

ñWait does this mean we get cake?ò 

ñYay, CAKE!ò 

ñIs there ice cream with the cake?ò 

ñCAKE AND ICE CREAM OMGò 

ñI want chocolate ice cream!ò 

ñThere is no way! We get vanilla!ò 

ñWhat?? No way, you wanna go?ò 

ñ*Slap* Oww!! MRS. Wilkins!!!ò 

Cont. on Page 9 

This Page Layout By Andrew Teta 

Responses to Last Monthôs Opinions: 
 
ñWe should be able to keep backpacks in 
classrooms.ò     - Ivey 

- Morgan 
ñWe are committed to providing a safe en-
vironment for learning. When students 
were able to carry backpacks, and keep 
them in classrooms last year, we realized 
that we were putting our staff and students 
at risk. It's unfortunate that we live in a 
world that forces us to consider worst-case 
scenarios, but it's also important that we do 
whatever we can to ensure that this is a 
safe environment for everyone. Please 
come and speak with me if you want to 
hear more about why this practice of limit-
ing backpacks has been adopted.ò 

- Mr. Pugh 
ñWe should be able to have drinks, such as 
juice in classrooms.ò            - Tristan 
ñFor a well-organized student, there is 

plenty of time during the day to get a drink 
from the drinking-fountains, or from their 
personal bottle at his or her locker. In the 
past, drinks in the classrooms have caused 
spills, stains, and distractions, and could 
easily cause more problems if spilled 
around computers or science equipment.ò 

- Mr. Pugh 
ñWe should have longer passing periods.ò 

- Alex 
- Jon 

ñNow that our Middle-School is bigger than 
ever, we are exploring some options to 
make passing periods a bit easier. Some of 
the options may include an adjustment to 
next year's schedule, but it's too early to 
know what would work best. The first sev-
eral weeks of the year, most students are 
still trying to get the hang of passing peri-
ods, and are still getting organized. As we 
get further into the year, we usually see 
passing periods get much easier for every-
one, but we'll keep watching what's hap-
pening, and use those observations to de-
cide if any changes need to be made.ò 
         - Mr. Pugh 
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The Counselor Is In 
by Lisa Wilkins  
 
Flagstaff Academy is fortunate is have 
Kelly Taylor Russell on board as our coun-
selor this year. She will be here on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, working 
with students in all grades, kindergarten 
through eighth.  Mrs. 
Russell is a native of 
Springfield, Illinois, 
and received her 
Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in psychology 
from Illinois State 
University.  An op-
portunity to attend 
Naropa University to 
study Contemplative 
Psychotherapy 
brought her from 
Chicago to the Boul-
der area. Her plans 
to go into counseling 
after finishing her 
Masters Degree 
were put on hold for 
eighteen months 
while she stayed 
home with her new-
born son.   
Mrs. Russellôs deci-
sion to return to 
counseling coin-
cided with a conver-
sation with Kevin 

Bored After School? 
    By Janaye Walker 

 
Are you looking for something new for you 
or your child to do in the afternoon?  Well, 
look no further, because this year, Flagstaff 
Academy has some great after school 
clubs and activities in store.  Since last 
year, an after school 
care group called 
Springboard has been 
hosting activities for stu-
dents at Flagstaff once 
school is over.  This year, they will be offer-
ing some "After School Elective" choices 
including Drama (grades K-5), Chess 101 
(grades 1-6), Comic Book Creations 
(grades 2-8), Robotics (grades 3-8), and 
Guitar (grades 4-8).  These are only the 
electives for the first quarter of the year; 
there will surely be other exciting ones to 
come later in the year.  If none of these 
choices suit you, there is also the option of 
joining one of Flagstaff's own clubs.  So far, 
these include Flagstaff Fleet Feet (girls' 
running club) and Middle School and Ele-
mentary School choir.  There are also Mid-
dle School sports, which change through-
out the year.  We are currently in the mid-
dle of the girl's volleyball season; after that 
will be boys' then girls' basketball, and fi-
nally, coed track and field.  Stay tuned for 
other information on other after school 
clubs that will be available throughout the 
year.   
 

Pugh, who she had worked with previously 
(he was her supervisor when she worked 
as a volunteer with the Community Justice 
Partnership Program). He told her that 
Flagstaff Academy was looking for a coun-
selor, and she found a ñhomeò here. While 
she worked with students during her intern-
ship in an elementary school, she also has 
worked with adults in her private counsel-
ing practice. 

Mrs.  Russell 
looks forward to 
working with kids, 
and especially 
looks forward to 
having the oppor-
tunity to reach a 
lot of kids in one 
environment. Her 
goal is to help 
students who are 
struggling, so her 
focus this year 
will include help-
ing them explore 
creative ways to 
meet their needs. 
To this end, she 
will be communi-
cating with teach-
ers regu-
larly. Mrs. Russell 
is proving to be a 
huge asset to the 
Flagstaff commu-
nity. 

Teacher Feature: 
Dr. Warren  

By Cole Hemstreet 
 
Dr. Warren is a new science teacher and 
science director at Flagstaff Academy for the 
2010/2011 school year. He earned his Bachelor 
of Science  and Masterôs degrees in biology at 
the State University of New York, and his PhD. 
in Science Education - Curriculum and Assess-
ment at Ohio State University. Dr. Warren was 
born in Berkeley, 
California, and lived 
in Lexington, Ken-
tucky until he was in 
the seventh grade, 
when he moved to 
upstate New York. He 
has also lived in New 
Jersey and Ohio. He 
has taught at schools 
in New York, Ohio 
and Colorado. Before 
Dr. Warren came to 
Flagstaff, he taught at 
Crestone Charter 
School in Crestone, 
Co. The school had 
70 students from kin-
dergarten through 
eighth grade. In his 

class, he had twenty  students  from fifth 
through eighth grade and taught subjects from 
science to physical education. Some of his hob-
bies outside of school include making models, 
learning about history, playing trivia and fishing. 
Also, Dr. Warren used to have a taxidermy li-
cence. Family? Dr. Warren has a grown son, 
Chris, and two stepdaughters, Emily and Adie. 
In science this year, Dr. Warren is looking for-
ward to the upcoming science fair, which this 
year will in fact be optional. He is also looking 
forward to reviewing and revising the scientific 
curriculum, and having a great year with lots of 
surprises. 

 

 

New Art Unit by Ellie McTigue 

 

Kyle Sumnicht, the elementary art teacher, 
is starting a new unit in art. This unit is different 
because he is finally being able to integrate a 
large amount of technology at once. The light-
ing alone has taken countless hours to set up 
and position along with the construction of the 
wall. In other words, it has been an idea/dream 
that has evolved into a work in progress over 
many years. That hard work is finally paying off 
as important elements are added to the pro-
gram allowing us to be progressive. These are 
exciting days! The unit he has just started is on 
Prehistoric Rock Art. We are looking at the 
Chauvet Cave in the south of France. It is an 
extremely important site in terms of art history 
as it holds the oldest dated pictures in the 
world.Please check out our site and read the 
article First Impressions by Judith Thurman to 
get the big picture! My goals are simple. I want 
to give the kids at Flagstaff Academy the most 
realistic hand-on experience to date. The tech-
nology we have Incorporated in this structure 
(computers, lcd projectors, touchscreens, t.v's, 
and theatre lighting) give it a museum-like feel-
ing(plus, we have some pretty cool artifacts to 
actually grab.) It provides a platform for classes 
to launch 35,000 years back into the past for a 
hand-on or "experiential" approach to learning 
art. It is extremely enriching environment that 
creates a buzz of excitement as we explore and 
discover. It is a fantastic blend of Science and 
Technology in the Arts! 

This Page Layout by Calvin Riss 

Photos courtesy of 

Jolene Nicoll 

Photos courtesy of Jolene Nicoll 
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Ask a geek is a column that explains com-
plex and geekish things to the everyday 
public. This month will explain the inner 

workings of Driveline and Warp Drives.  

Driveline  

Recently the Spectrum featured an article 
explaining the mystical force that gets us 
home each day, but no one has written 
about the amazing piece of technology that 
keeps it running smoothly. Thatôs what Ask 
a Geek is for, right? The Driveline Desktop 
Software was programmed by Cody 
Thompson, Dit Sirivatanagul,and Vijay 
Bharathi for the Flagstaff driveline over the 
summer of 2009. Mr. Thompson went to 
the University of Illinois and got a degree in 
electrical engineering. He  is now a board 
member at Flagstaff Academy.  The latest 
version of his software was programmed 
over the 2009-2010 Christmas break is 
now being used for Driveline and ride share 

this year.  

The Driveline system is composed of five 
separate pieces (four pieces of software 
running on three platforms plus one data 
file). These are the Driveline desktop 
(DLDK),  Driveline Dispatch (DLDS),  the 
application server (APS),  a Microsoft Excel 
Doc with the names of the students 
(MED),  and the Driveline Office Dispatch 
(DLOD). Enough with the big words, on-
ward! Everything starts with the APS which 
sits in a closet somewhere near the tech 
room, even though it has no display or 
graphics, it is responsible for the communi-
cation of all the separate applications 
(programs). The DLDS or the DLOD send 
the number of the car that just pulled up 
(the vehicle identification aka VID), let's say 
2235, and sends that number to the APS 
which screams it out to all the DLDK pro-

grams running on the teachersô computers. 

Driveline Dispatch 

It is a little known fact that WI-FI is actually 
very on/off, often data packets are lost be-
cause of this. To solve this problem, the 
APS sends out a ñpingò that asks the 

DLDKs if they have missed anything  

Ask a Geek By Sam Sartor 

(this is the little red blinking heart in the top 
corner). If they have, it re-sends the infor-
mation. Once received, the DLDK checks 
the VID on the MED and decides who it is 
and whether or not they are in the selected 
class. If they are, the DLDK shows the 
number and name on the screen. Mr. 
Thompson now runs a company called 
Charter Apps, which makes software for 
the charter schools of Colorado. Thanks to 
Cody Thompson and his ñpartners in 
crime", Driveline is running better than 

ever! 

Warp Drives  

Warp drives of some kind have been fea-
tured in almost every science fiction movie 
from Star Trek to Stargate. I mentioned 
these particular examples because they 
each feature a different method of achiev-
ing faster-than-light travel (often known as 
ñwarpò or ñHyper-driveò). Warp Bubbles are 
featured in Star Trek and are one of the 
more plausible explanations for faster-than-
light travel. The other most common 
method of faster-than-light travel is creating 
an ñartificial wormholeò as in Stargate.

 

The Earth stargate at the SGC 

Both concepts require the bending of space 
time. Warp bubbles compress space time 
in front of the spacecraft and expand space 
time in back which allows the space craft to 
travel at sub-light speeds, yet really be 
traveling much faster. The best way of de-
scribing artificial worm holes is to think of a 
sheet of paper, letôs say the front page of 
The Spectrum. The distance between the 
title and the page number may seem far to 
a bug until you fold the paper in half, at 
which point the title and the page number 
are right up next to each other. And now 
that you understand  faster than light travel 

itôs ñFull warp ahead Scotty!ò 

Candy Couture In New York City  

For all of those sweet-toothed fashion gu-
rus out there, check out the new couture in 
New York City! In this world, there have 
been many fashion shows. You know the 
drill: strangely dressed models strutting 
down a runway, pausing for people to take 
pictures. But this was no ordinary fashion 
show. Dylanôs Candy Couture Contest was 
created to display creations by six students 
at Savannah College of Art and Design. 
Since this show was sponsored by a candy 
store, the one-of-a-kind designs have to be 
inspired by candy and made almost entirely 
from candy too! Unfortunately, you cannot 

eat these creations. 

Too Tall For School  

Imagine being too tall for school. Fourteen-
year-old Elisany Silva of Brazil can relate. 
She currently stands at 6ft 9in tall! She is 
one of the tallest teenagers in the world. In 
fact, the growth spurt started when she was 
11. She canôt go to school because she 
canôt fit in the school bus. She hardly fits 
inside of her house. Doctors believe she is 
suffering from a rare disease called gigan-
tism, which occurs when the body pro-
duces too many growth hormones. Though 
her family is too poor to have her tested, 
she doesnôt seem too worried. She has al-
ways dreamed of being a model. Rumor 
has it that she has already lined up her first 
contract on the runway at a bridal show in 

Belem, Brazil.  

Taking ñFast Foodò to a Whole New 

Level  

British inventor Perry Watkins is a car 
lover. However, unlike all of the other fans, 
he doesnôt collect classic old cars or want 
new fast ones. Instead, he enjoys making 
very strange cars, such as the lowest or 
tallest one. Currently, he has been perfect-
ing a car that looks just like a fancy dining 
room table - complete with food! The car 
has been named Fast Food and took over 
a year to make. This car uses laughing gas 
as a boost ,which allows the engine to burn 
more fuel and air resulting in a more pow-
erful combustion. Perry then attached six 
chairs, adorned the vehicle with a beautiful 
table cloth, silver place settings and placed 
a dummy driver dressed in a racing outfit 
complete with helmet, at the head of the 
table. With two of the napkins camouflaging 
the brake lights, the champagne bucket 
stuck with the legal road license and two 
silver teapots standing in for exhaust pipes, 

he was ready to go!  

Fast food 

The Scuttlebutt 
By Bella Bozanic 

ñAnd now Edgarôs goneéSomethingôs 
going on around hereò 

This page layout by Sam Sartor 
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PTO Liaison 
By Ashley Nicoll  

Ms. Terri Long is the new PTO Liaison. 
This position was added to ensure that 
there is great communication between par-
ents and teachers. The main point of the 
PTO is to support the teachers. The new 
liaison can help them in that capacity. Ms. 
Long will not officially start yet because 
they need to get a by-law passed at the 
first meeting in October. She thinks that 
she will enjoy this because she likes to 
make new friends and knows that this posi-
tion will benefit both the teaching staff and 
the PTO. 

This Month in 
History  
By Brandt Pepin 

 
October 3rd 1974- Frank Robinson was 
hired by the Cleveland Indians becom-
ing the first African American to be a 
MLB manager.  
October 4th 1957- ñThe space ageò be-
gan with the Russians launching the first 
satellite into orbit. 
October 12th 1942- Christopher Colum-
bus landed in ñthe new worldò in the Ba-
hamas. 
October 12th 
1960- In a de-
bate over co-
lonialism in 
the United 
Nations, So-
viet leader 
Nikita Khru-
shchev took 

Pumpkins  
By: Jesse Conser 

Pumpkins are fruits. A pumpkin is a type of 
squash and is a member of the gourd family 
(Cucurbitacae), which also includes squash, 
cucumbers, gherkins, and melons. 

The largest pumpkin pie ever baked was in 
2005 and weighed 2,020 pounds. 

Pumpkins have been grown in North America 
for five thousand years. They are indigenous 
to the western hemisphere. 

 In 1584, after French explorer Jacques Car-
tier explored the St. Lawrence region of North 
America, he reported finding "gros melons." 
The name was translated into English as 
"pompions," which has since evolved into the 
modern "pumpkin." 

Pumpkins are low in calories, fat, and sodium 
and high in fiber. They are good sources of 
Vitamin A, Vitamin B, potassium, protein, and 
iron. 

 The largest pumpkin 
ever grown weighed 
1,689 pounds. It was 
grown by Joe Jutras 
of North Scituate, 
Rhode Island. 

Evolution of PTO 
By Calvin Riss 

The Parent Teacher Organization are to thank 
for almost every social event, and they are 
the metaphorical second backbone of Flag-
staff Academy (the first being the teachers 
and staff).  But what really is the PTO? They 
are the ultimate support system for the teach-
ers. This very special group of people is re-
sponsible for so much going on in the school. 
But it wasnôt always this way, in the beginning 
there was some decision making to do as to 
what direction it was going to take. Now, in 
their second year of operation, the PTO is 
going like a champ. PTO board members are 
the ones taking care of business. Mara 
Singer, President, Mary Huonder, Vice Presi-
dent, Patty Bicknell, Treasurer, and Amy 
Aleksiev, Secretary have given their input 
about changes, accomplishments, and goals. 
 
How has PTO changed since the begin-
ning of the school?  
During our first year the PTO dedicated quite 
a bit of time to becoming a structured and effi-
cient unit. 
 
What is different from the beginning?  
When we first began, we were just trying to 
get a handle on what our roles were and how 
collectively we could best serve the school.  
We are now able to identify issues, needs and 
opportunities for the school more quickly and 
respond purposefully by utilizing our experi-
ences over the past year. 
We have also taken on more responsibilities 
than we were originally tasked with, including 
coordinating room parents. 
 
What hasnôt changed?   
The confusion amongst parents over what 
PTO does and the lack of attendance at PTO 
meetings.   Every parent and staff member is 
a member of Flagstaffôs PTO.  There are no 
membership dues, and everyone is encour-
aged to attend meetings and participate.  
PTO handles all the social, fundraising and 
enrichment activities for the school.  The ex-
ecutive PTO members meet at least monthly 
with the administration to discuss everything 

from how do we improve ñBack-to-School-
Nightò to how do we spend the funds gener-
ated though the schoolôs fundraisers.  There 
are important issues and events being dis-
cussed and handled by PTO.  We really want 
everyone to participate so that the decisions 
that are made are the voice of the entire par-
ent community, not just a small group. 
We are hoping more people will become in-
volved in the PTO as members and volun-
teers.  We need parents to help with a variety 
of things, at home, at school, during the day, 
and on the weekends, so there is really are 
opportunities for everyone to get involved! 
 
What big things have you accomplished? 
What things have be more learning experi-
ences?  
We raised a nice amount of money last year 
and were then able to vote on where those 
funds will go.  For example, we purchased 
chairs for special events, like the music con-
certs, so that the school doesnôt have to rent 
them. 
We also had a few learning experiences, but 
our team has embraced every opportunity to 
learn and grow so that we can continue to 
move forward even stronger than we were. 
 
Are there same board members? New 
Board members? New committees?  
This year we have three of the four original 
parent members.  Our new Secretary for this 
year is Amy Aleksiev.  Returning are Mara 
Singer as President, Mary Huonder as Vice 
President and Patty Bicknell as Treasurer.  
On the administrative side, the four original 
and current members are Mr. Moore, Ms. 
Kuzma, our Business Manager Margaret 
Cummings, and our schoolôs volunteer coordi-
nator Julian McCrandall. 
 
What specific things do you want people 
to know about the PTO?  
Again, we want every parent to know that 
they are a member of Flagstaffôs PTO.  There 
are no membership dues, and everyone is 
encouraged to attend meetings and partici-
pate.  PTO handles all the social, fundraising 
and enrichment activities for the school, and 
parentôs input and involvement in these activi-
ties is important to the success of the school.  
PTO meetings are the first Tuesday of each 
month alternating between 8:30 AM and 7 
PM.  Our next meeting is October 5 at 7 PM 
in the library.   
  
 What do you want to accomplish for this 
year?  
We want to increase our volunteer base and 
really get parents AND staff involved in their 
PTO.  Parental involvement is the corner-
stone of a charter school.  Because a charter 
school is operated by parents and not the 
school district, we have more flexibility in 
choosing a curriculum that challenges stu-
dents and promotes excellence.  But, be-
cause we are not district run we must pay for 
our own facility and the expenses that go 
along with that.   As parents it is up to each of 
us to build a strong community that works to-
gether to combine our time, talents & funds to 
continue the excellence that was established 
by hard working parents who came before us.  
We can never rest on our laurels and take 
what this school has to offer for granted.   
 

We are all very excited about this next year 

and look forward to building upon our previ-

ous year. 

off his shoe and pounded it against his 
desk. 
October 16th 1793- Marie Antoinette was 
beheaded in the ñReign of Terrorò following 
the French Revolution. 
October 24th 1924- ñBlack Thursdayò oc-
curred as Wall Street stocks dropped as 13 
million stocks were sold in ñpanic selling.ò 
Next Tuesday ñBlack Tuesdayò occured 
when another 16 million were sold. This 
sparked the Great Depression. 
October 27th 1904- The first New York under-
ground subway was running. It ran from City 
Hall to West 145th Street. 
October 31- HALLOWEEN!!! 

This page layout by Sam Willett 
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Introducing Ms. 
Cynkar 

By Draco Tuder 
Ms. Erin Cynkar is from Seattle, 

WA, and moved to Colorado to attend 
Colorado State University, where she 
got a Bachelor of Science degree, and 
also attended  the University of Phoe-
nix.  She likes to jog, play the piano, 
and spend time with her son. Sheôs one 
of our newest additions to Flagstaffôs 
first grade teaching team. Her goals for 
her students are to broaden their hori-
zons to create what she describes as a 
ñbaseò for a ñpyramidò of learning. Her 
favorite part of teaching is to see her 
students understand what theyôre being 
taught, and  works hard to ñsee that 
light bulb flickerò in her studentsô 
heads.  She came to Flagstaff because 
of its high expectations for teachers and 
because of our Core Knowledge cur-
riculum. She  also loves the studentsô 
and parentsô devotion to the school. 
Welcome to Flagstaff, Ms. Cynkar. 

Ms. Burnett New 
5th Grade Teacher 

By Brandt Pepin 
 

Welcome Ms. Kelly Burnett to Flagstaff 
Academy! Ms. Burnett is a fifth year fifth 
grade teacher. She grew up in Marino 
Valley,  California, and moved to Long-
mont in the seventh grade. Ms. Burnett 
went to Sunset Middle School, then Ni-
wot High. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado with a ma-
jor in elementary education with an em-
phasis in Spanish. She then came to 
Flagstaff Academy for the Core Knowl-
edge program along with the parents 
and the community. Ms. Burnett de-
cided to teach fifth grade because they 
are fun and avid learners. She says her 
goals for the year are to establish her-
self in the Flagstaff community, and to 
excite and engage students. From all 
here at The Spectrum we hope you 
have fun teaching at Flagstaff! 

4th and 5th Grade 
Teachers Switch 

By Madison Weckerly 
 

This year, Mrs. Long and Mrs. Adley 
switched grades. Mrs. Long is now teach-
ing fourth grade and Mrs. Adley is teaching 
fifth grade.  
Jaclyn Adley has always looked forward to 
teaching fifth grade again. Itôs her favorite 
grade to teach. Mrs. Adley got her under-
graduate degree from Northern Arizona 
and her Masters degree from Lehman Col-
lege. Mrs. Adley grew up in New Jersey 
and has lived in Flagstaff, Arizona and New 
York City. For the past five years, she has 
lived in Boulder, CO. Mrs. Adley has a de-
gree in Parks and Recreation Management 
and Outdoor Education. She also has a 
degree in elementary education. Before 
coming to Flagstaff Academy, she worked 
in the New York City Public Schools and 
Aurora Public Schools.   
Terri Long likes to challenge herself, so she 
decided to move down to fourth grade for a 
new experience. Mrs. Long is from Vista, 
California. She got her Bachelors of Arts in 
Psychology at California Statue University 
and her Masters Degree from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix. Mrs. Long likes to teach all 
grades. Mrs. Longôs favorite grade as a kid 
was sixth grade because she loved her 
teacher, Dr. Elm. Mrs. Longôs favorite sub-
ject is Math, although she struggled with 
Math until ninth grade, math is now her fa-
vorite subject. Mrs. Long has three chil-
dren. They all go to Flagstaff; Alex and 
Brice, are twins in kindergarten, and Daniel 
in fourth grade. 
Mrs. Long and Mrs. Adley are really cool 
teachers. Their students are going to love 
them! 

Athletic Director  
By Nicole Harrison  

 
As some of you may know a new addi-
tion to Flagstaff this year is a position 
called Athletic Director. This position is 
being held by Coach Jon Fidelak, and 
for any of you who donôt know who 
Coach Jon is he has been the P.E. 
teacher at Flagstaff since it opened 
(this is his sixth year). Now that we 
have Coach Wildenstein Coach Jon is 
the P.E. teacher for kindergarten 
through fourth grade while Coach 
Wildenstein is the P.E. teacher for fifth 
through eighth grade. As Athletic Direc-
tor Coach Jon is in charge of all of the 
behind the scenes stuff such as getting 
buses for our sports teams to be trans-
ported to other schools for games, uni-
forms, scheduling things with the dis-
trict, and finding coaches. If there arenôt 
any coaches available he sometimes 
will act as a substitute coach. Coach 
Jonôs favorite part of being athletic di-
rector is watching the kids have fun, 
learn, and get better at whatever they 
are doing at the time. However, the 
most challenging part is probably that 
itôs sometimes difficult to get things 
done based on time. His least favorite 
part is having to tell kids that they canôt 
play in a sports game for our school be-
cause of their grades (kids have to 
maintain a certain grade in every class 
in order to be able to play in games) or 
because their assignments arenôt cur-
rent (every kid on one of our sports 
teams have to have all of their assign-
ments turned in on time). His main goal 
is to just run a program that is fun for 
kids, and his long-term goal is that as 
the middle school grows so do our 
sports teams, and the participation of 
middle school students. Though on a 
national level many kids struggle with 
obesity and lack of activity, Coach Jon 
finds that our school is healthier than 
the national average. This is mostly be-
cause the majority of parents are gen-
erally healthy, and Coach Jon feels that 
parents make a huge impact on their 
childrenôs health. Coach Jon is very ex-
cited for his new role in the school and 
its sports programs and is having a 
blast doing it, so congratulations Coach 
Jon!  

This layout page by Brandt Pepin 
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Digital Photography 
Showcase 

Janaye Walker 
This will be a section to show off some of 
the students in the Digital Photography 
elective's recent photography.  We will fea-
ture up to one photo from each of the cur-
rent DP elective student's photos, depend-
ing on how much room there is in the pa-
per.  There could possibly be a photogra-
phy contest with a certain theme each 
month. 

Volleyball Pictures Photos By: Jolene Nicoll 

Photos by: Digital 
Photography stu-
dents. 

This month, the students of the Digital Pho-
tography elective have been working extra 
hard with their cameras and have produced 
some incredible pictures.  These are just a 
few examples of the amazing artwork they 
have created!  To see all these photos in 
full-size, you can visit http://
picasaweb.google.com/janayeew. 
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